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Chapter ments is the rise of a group in Natal who aim at seces-
___"   sion if the constitution cannot be remoulded on the
federal basis, while the leanings of General Hertzog
are to unification with the extinction even of the small
measure of individuality left to the provinces. Yet a
further element may be contemplated if South-West
Africa, now under mandate, fulfils the destiny asserted
by General Hertzog and becomes a fifth province, for
the German population there has a solidarity of political
views which would not render it easy for any of the
existing parties to assimilate it.
In the Irish Free State parties have been deter-
mined from the first by the split over acceptance or
rejection of the treaty of 1921. The party for acceptance
triumphed by a small majority, and enjoyed until 1932
unquestioned control, though it had for this purpose
to rely on the co-operation of independent members
and members representing farming interests. The elec-
tion of 1932 saw the triumph of the opposition party of
Mr. De Valera, Fianna Fail, with the aid of Labour,
though the plurality is small. The vital difference be-
tween the two parties has lain in the desire of the
former Government to work with the United Kingdom
while asserting to the utmost the distinct personality
of the Free State, as opposed to the admitted desire of
Mr. De Valera to secure complete independence and a
republican constitution. Labour, it must be said, is
adverse to a republic, and the opposition now asserts
that the real power behind the throne is the Irish Ee-
publican Army, whose activities the late Government
sought to destroy by a measure of the utmost severity,
overriding in 1931 the constitutional guarantees for
civil trials of suspects. The policy of the Government is